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The	  Hemera	  Foundation	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  BSMART	  Foundation	  for	  contributing	  your	  input	  and	  perspectives	  
towards	  the	  development	  of	  the	  2014	  report:	  Zero	  to	  Three	  in	  Bermuda.	  This	  report	  was	  undertaken	  to	  help	  
understand	  better	  the	  Early	  Childhood	  Development	  issues	  from	  a	  Bermuda	  community	  perspective.	  	  It	  was	  
commissioned	  by	  the	  Hemera	  Foundation	  working	  through	  the	  Bermuda	  Community	  Foundation.	  
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As	   part	   of	   a	   general	   programme	   for	   children	   based	   on	   brain	   research,	   BSMART	   Development	  
Foundation	   offers	   a	   fee	   for	   service	   neurodevelopmental	   programme	   to	   help	   parents	  maximize	   the	  
critical	  periods	  of	  brain	  development	  during	  the	  first	  years	  of	  life.	  The	  programme	  includes	  senses	  &	  
perception,	  movement,	  reflexes,	  language	  and	  sequential	  milestone	  development. 



	  
	  

	  
	  
Access to affordable high quality programmes & services 

The census data2 bears out the fact that household income impacts the quality of care parents can afford. At more than 
$1,000 a month in some instances, high quality daycare is outside the financial reach of many households. Even the 
‘designer’ programmes that operate as nonprofits charge a fee-for-service to cover the high teacher- to-student ratios 
necessary for the quality of service they provide. 

Some parents accept that the caregiving ���service they use may have inadequate quality programmes but is simply what they 
can afford so their children are safe while they work. 

A related issue to affordability of high quality care is the need for extended hours for caregiver services for parents 
who work outside of normal working hours. 

 
For these parents, they are often forced to resort to leaving babies and toddlers in the care of family members like older 
siblings or grandparents, or even, friends and acquaintances. 

The following quote from a parent acknowledged their challenge in accessing affordable daycare as: 

“I know my kids probably watch TV all day long, but I cannot afford those daycares that have activities for the children. 
Those are for people with money” Professional mother from a two- parent household. 
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The purpose of this report has been to understand the ECD landscape in Bermuda with a view to being able to 
explore appropriate and focused social investments in the field. 

To this end, outside of existing public programmes and services, opportunities for philanthropic and other funding 
have been identified in FOUR priority areas, illustrated below, to deliver strong and sustainable gains in ECD. 

Each recommended priority area is structured as an opportunity to: 

  »  Make measurable impact and address gaps in the field  

  »  Identify and reinforce successful community partners making a positive impact, whether they are professionals 
or dedicated volunteers  

  »  Support innovative solutions  



  »  Engage the public, public officials, and ���business and community leaders  

  »  Allow flexibility for focused or pooled philanthropic funding  

	  
Illustration: Opportunities & Recommendations for Philanthropic Funding 
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Report prepared by: 

Dr. Edmina Bradshaw, for the Hemera Foundation ���and Early Childhood 
Development Funds at the Bermuda Community Foundation 

Excerpts of this report are available as follows: 
Executive Summary ��� Key Findings ��� Opportunities & Recommendations Full Report 

For further details, please refer to: 
www.bermudacommunityfoundation.org or 

www.bermudamatters.org/index.php/civil-society-e-library 
	  


